
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

To date, no decision has been made on whether to close any schools in Twin Rivers Unified. Ultimately, 
it is the decision of the Board of Trustees to close a school. Twin Rivers has 51 TK-12 schools located at 
46 sites for approximately 25,700 students—too many schools for the number of children we currently 
educate compared to other neighboring school districts.   

The Student Housing Committee continues to review presentations with scenarios for a possible model 
moving forward. We have prepared some Frequently Asked Questions to clarify information about the 
scenarios. 

THE SCENARIOS   
The Student Housing Committee has met multiple times to analyze and review scenarios based on a 
DecisionInsite review of the entire district.  We invite you to take a few minutes to review these initial 
scenarios for the remaining Student Housing Committee meetings—Sept. 3 and Sept. 17.   

• Grade Level and Boundary Reconfiguration Study Scenario 1 - DecisionInsite 

• Grade Level and Boundary Reconfiguration Study Scenarios 2 & 3 - DecisionInsite 

 

Has the District considered the possibility that enrollment will further decline with school 
closings? 
Enrollment continues to decline and projected to continue to do so until 2022-23 when new housing 
development starts in the northern area of the District.  According to the Public Policy Institute of 
California, the majority of school districts in the state have experienced an enrollment change of more 
than five percent due to several factors—from decreasing birth rates to families moving to other states. 
While we are down 465 students since 2017-18 and it’s projected we will lose another 285 students in 
2019-20, providing all students with the best learning environments and experiences possible remains 
our No. 1 priority.   

 
The scenarios do not mention academic programs. Why? 
The current scenarios look at boundary reconfiguration and enrollment versus geographic area 
projections only. Students will have access to all academic programs we have today, including the 
district’s Dual Language Immersion program.   

 
 
 

 

http://www.twinriversusd.org/documents/Student%20Housing%20Committee%202019/2019.08.13%20SHC%20Meeting/Twin%20Rivers%20USD%20Presentation%208-13-19%20Revise%202.pdf
http://www.twinriversusd.org/documents/Student%20Housing%20Committee%202019/2019.08.13%20SHC%20Meeting/TWUSD%20Scenario%20Two%20and%20Three%20Presentation%208-13-19%20Revise%202.pdf


If a school is closed, is there a possibility the site could become a charter school? 
Since the Board of Trustees has not approved any closures, it is not possible to determine specifics at 
this early stage of the process.  
 
Is Woodlake Elementary the only option of where to move Smythe?  
No. As charter schools do not have boundaries, they may be located anywhere within the district. 
 
What about repurposing schools?  
The District has not made any plans for repurposing, leasing or selling any schools at this early stage of 
the process. If the Board of Trustees decides to close any schools, the district’s 7-11 Committee will be 
tasked to find the most viable and beneficial option. 
 
Scenarios Two and Three do not mention high schools. Why? 
Scenario One includes high schools, and more information will be presented to the SHC at the Aug. 27, 
2019 meeting.  
 
Why does Babcock Elementary remain open (looking at scenarios)? 
Many of our schools are landlocked into areas with limited access. Babcock is such a school and 
presented limited options for a boundary change; however, Babcock will be considered in future 
scenarios 
 
Why isn’t Morey Avenue Early Childhood Development Center included in the scenarios? 
Morey Avenue serves TK-K students in the Del Paso and Fairbanks area that may be absorbed into a K-6 
of K-8 school boundary. 
 
If any schools close, where will PK/TK students be housed? 
PK/TK does not exist at all TR schools—programs will be located to serve the students in need. 
 
Will school choice continue? 
The district’s Intradistrict Open Enrollment Transfer process permits attendance at a district school 
other than that designated by the established attendance area. Intradistrict open enrollment transfers 
will be evaluated by the Student Services Department based upon the following criteria: 

• Space availability at the requested school program or grade. 
• Special program needs of the student can be met satisfactorily at the requested school 
• The parent/guardian will provide transportation for their child to and from school. 

The same schools are mentioned in each scenario. How were they selected? 
The current scenarios focus on boundary reconfiguration and enrollment versus geographic area 
projections for all schools in the district.    
 
What would be the impact on transportation?  
We are committed to making sure that student transportation is not a barrier to equitable access to a 
high-quality education. However, we are also mindful that student transportation comes at a 
considerable cost and can absorb a surprising amount of a school district’s budget.  



Valerie Hanson – List of questions from teachers and support staff 
Questions for the district regarding possible school closures/reconfigurations/repurposes: 

1. What about Rio Linda and Norwood Jr.? 
2. If you leave K- 8s schools and pull 5 and 6 out of middle schools the Jr. Highs will not 

have enough students to sustain them.  
3. If Smythe K-6 moves to Woodlake what happens to the Woodlake staff and students? 
4. Babcock left as is ends up with 288 students. How can Babcock sustain? 
5. Why can’t they go with the recommendation of the Student Housing Committee, which 

was K-6, 7-8, and 9-12?  After that configuration is made then look at school closures. 
6. How will the teachers of the closed schools be affected? 
7. What will happen to the principals, support staff, and classified staff of the closed 

schools?   
8. Will the 7/8 scenario be filled with single subject credentialed instructors?  
9. Does the transportation department have a plan for the adjustment in each scenario?  
10. If there are closures, will there be no overages at the implementation and the start of a 

school year?  
11. Will the communities involved be notified of any and all alterations in a timely manner 

to address their concerns, opinions, and possible reinstatement? 
12. What is the overall cost for preparing schools that will be reconfiguring grades or 

accepting hundreds of additional students due to the six schools shutting down in 
scenario one (such as portables, or any other changes to those facilities)? 

13. What is the overall plan for preparing schools that will be reconfiguring grades or 
accepting hundreds of additional students for placement consideration for providing 
special education services? 

14. What is the plan to prevent charter schools from setting up at the potential closed sites?  
15. If private charter schools apply to the vacant sites, this will undoubtedly take away even 

more ADA from our district. Parents will then be forced to choose between being moved 
to a new TR school or choosing a private charter. What’s the plan, then, shutting down 
more schools to make up for even further loss of ADA? It seems this may create a snow-
ball effect.  
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